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From 
the top

We are delighted to have received the 
prestigious Grounds Maintenance Award 
(Free Public Access) for Ventnor Park in Isle of 
Wight, presented by the British Association 
of Landscape Industries (BALI) National 
Landscape Awards 2015.

The Awards, which are run annually by 
the British Association of Landscape 
Industries, pay tribute to landscape 
designers and specialist Landscape and 
Grounds Maintenance contractors who have 
demonstrated exceptionally high standards 
of professionalism and skill.
 
Commenting on the company’s success, Matt 
O’Conner, Managing Director said; “Both  
John O’Conner and Isle of Wight Council have 
been committed to achieving the highest 
horticultural standards possible at Ventnor 
Park. 

We will continue to develop the park’s unique 
features and maintain the excellent standards 
evidenced by other awards including South and 
South East in Bloom’s Gold standard and Park of 
the Year Award. 

We are extremely proud to have won this BALI 
Award as a further testament to the excellent 
horticultural standards and I would like to 
thank our staff who’s dedication and team 
culture has made winning this prestigious 
award possible.”

BALI Award for Ventnor Park

Awards, News, Community Projects and Service

In this issue

We certainly seem to be awash with great 
news in this addition of the seasonal times. 

Before I mention any of this, I would first like 
to thank everyone involved with the business 
for all your hard work and commitment. 
Without this none of our success would be 
possible. 

On the back of a fabulous collection of 
green flags this year, we now head into the 
Autumn with a Park of the Year award for 
Alexandra Palace Park in North London.

Ventnor Park has won a British Association 
of Landscape Industries National award 
for free public access and both Neil Cain, 
our Operations Director, and Ashley Green, 
Contract Manager, have received accolades. 
Well Done team JOC!

 The awards are testament to all the great 
work that is being delivered day in and 
day out. It has also been very heartening 

A word from our 
Managing Director, 
Matt O’Conner

to catch up with many of you on how 
you and your teams are getting on 
with this year’s BINGO Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR ) challenge, some of 
the projects are fantastic and really help 
the communities that we work for.

Finally I would like to  extend a warm 
welcome to all the new staff that will 
be joining us at Sovereign Housing, 
Hertfordshire Schools, Newlon Housing 
and Oracle. I hope you have a long and 
happy career with us.

Nigel Leppard, Countryside, Parks & Open 
Spaces Manager for Isle of Wight Council 
said;  “The Isle of Wight Council is delighted 
and proud that Ventnor Park has won an 
award of national standing and particularly 
pleased that our little corner of the world has 
received such recognition. 

We are very aware that a large part of this 
is due to the partnership arrangement 
with John O’Conner  and their efforts and 

commitment in maintaining Ventnor Park to 
a very high standard, this is further borne out 
by success in the South & South East England 
in Bloom awards where for 2015 a Gold Medal 
was retained for the third year running. 

The Isle of Wight Council would also like to 
recognise Ventnor Enhancement Fund and 
Ventnor Putting Green for their involvement 
with the park.” 
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Ashley Green - 30 under 30 Award

We are delighted that our Contract Manager, Ashley Green, has been 
selected as one of the horticultural and landscaping industries’ ones to 
watch in Pro Landscaper Magazine’s first ‘30 under 30: The Next Generation’ 
competition. 

Pro Landscaper Magazine launched the ‘30 under 30’ competition earlier 
this year to recognise young people with exceptional talent coming through 
the industry. Nominations were invited from across all sectors, including 
garden design, contractors, grounds maintenance contractors, landscape 
architecture and arboriculture, before an expert panel selected the top 30 
candidates. 

Ashley is responsible for the delivery of our Midland Heart Housing 
Association contract, managing over 25 staff. He started in the industry 
by running his own business and attended Pershore College to gain a 
BTEC National Diploma in Horticulture before attending the University of 
Gloucestershire where he graduated with a BA and Postgraduate Diploma 
in Landscape Architecture. He is currently working towards a Work Based 
Diploma in Management.

Apprenticeship Champion of the Year
Neil Cain, Operations Director, has been awarded the prestigious City & 
Guilds Award for Regional Apprenticeship Champion of the Year.

The National Apprenticeship Awards, now in their 12th year, celebrate the 
success of the country’s most exceptional Apprentices and Apprenticeship 
employers. 

Neil said; “I am truly honoured to win this award...My goal is to not only 
promote Apprenticeships but also the extensive wider career opportunities open 
after the initial scheme and I will continue to pass this philosophy down to my 
team and wider network.”

Following the regional ceremonies, Neil has been selected as a finalist for 
the National Awards. The winners will be revealed at a ceremony held in 
January 2016 at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London.

Park of the Year
This year Alexandra Park has proudly received the London in Bloom 
Gold Award and crowned Category Winner for Large Park of the Year 
(above 25 acres),  recognising the Park as an exemplary green space 
for Londoners to enjoy. 

Michael Conway, Contract Manager, said; “I am very proud of our 
contract team for the high standards maintained throughout the year.  
I would also like to thank the Park Volunteers and Friends Group for all 
their hard work and contribution which has been invaluable.”

Contract Wins
We are delighted to announce the following contract wins:

Sovereign Housing
Contract Value: £800,000 per annum
Contract Term: 4 years

Hertfordshire CC Schools - Areas A, L, R & W
Contract Value: £350,000 per annum
Contract Term: 5 years

Newlon Housing
Contract Value: £80,000 per annum
Contract Term: 4 years

Oracle (London & Birmingham sites)
Contract Value: £183,000 per annum
Contract Term: 3 years
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Christmas Tree of Remembrance

The Lawn Cemetery in Hatfield, which is part of our contract with 
Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council, has introduced its first Christmas 
Tree of Remembrance to offer cemetery visitors a special way of 
commemorating loved ones.

Gold stars, which can be personally inscribed, can be hung from 
the tree, and materials to personalise the stars are provided. A small 
donation to the Mayor’s charity, Resolve, is welcomed.

The tree was donated by John O’Conner and will stand at the 
entrance of the grounds throughout the Christmas period.   

Santa’s Sleigh 
We were delighted to donate the use of our John Deere Gator and 
very own magical elf, Dave Baxter, to Harpenden Town Council.

“Sally and I want to thank John O’Conner so much for kindly donating 
the use of your vehicle to be Santa’s Sleigh on Sunday. It was absolutely 
perfect for the event and I think that Dave, although initially putting a 
front on, thoroughly enjoyed himself being Elf.”
Heather Scott
Planning, Information and Facilities Officer
Harpenden Town Council 
 

London to Brighton
You may remember our Managing Director, Matt O’Conner’s, 
amazing Three Peaks Challenge for Perennial, our trade charity last 
year. The challenge raised over £26,000! 

The team united again in September to cycle 54 miles from London 
to Brighton as part of Perennial’s Go Green fundraising fortnight, 
raising a further £1,500!

 “We always said we’d like to follow our epic Three Peaks Extreme 
challenge with further fundraising events for Perennial and this seemed 
like a great opportunity to get some of the lads back together and in 
training for another big event next year.”
Matt O’Conner

St Albans Walks
John O’Conner supported Sustainable St Albans Week by providing 
guided walks at Verulamium Park & Bricket Wood Common, led by 
our Countryside Ranger, Charlotte Hawkins, who has achieved a BSc 
(Hons) in Environmental Management.

The project also supported our Bingo CSR Incentive which 
commenced in November and is due to finish end of March.

The walks included all aspects of sustainable management in the 
park including summer/spring meadows, annual seeding and 
hedge planting. It also explained the importance of rare chalk 
streams and providing deadwood habitat. 
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Notice Board
Congratulations to:It’s always great to be able to reward hardworking staff whose loyalty over long periods of 

time has served our company so well.

As the company grows we really do want to continue to recognise staff and the value that 
they add to the business with their support and loyalty.

Congratulations to the following Long Service Award employees:

Long Service

10 Years

Paula Warren (Purchase Ledger)

Peter Morey  (North Herts District Council contract)

Ricki Perry from our Aldwyck Contract 
and his girlfriend on the birth of their 
baby boy born on 5th October

Environmental Day - Shrivenham
Arboricultural Officer, Matt loader, and his team, Scott Jackson and Lee Draper, worked in 
partnership with our client, Serco, and 9 volunteers on an Volunteer Environmental Day.

The team located elf set trees from the woodlands and replanted them  along the dying 
avenue of trees on the golf course.

“A huge thank you to everyone who took part on Friday, helping make this environmental 
day another great success. After listening to the rain during Thursday night I thought we were 
in for a horrendous day and that I was going to be very unpopular, but thanks to the weather 
clearing, good food supplied by ESS,  great help and direction from John O’Conner and of 
course lots of hard work everyone who volunteered, I think we exceeded our goal and had 
great fun as well.”

Darren Harrisson
Serco UK

New appointments
Danny Mason  - Contract Supervisor on our Serco Shrivenham Contract 

Alan Stevens - Assistant Contact Manager on our new Sovereign Housing contract

Simon Pannell - Head of Corporate and Commercial Sales 

Mark Hooley - Supervisor on our Herts CC Schools contract                       

Paul Miller -   Assisting on projects 

                     /johnoconnergm

Social Media
For instant news and information please 
join our social media pages. 

Thank you to all our existing followers 
and the great comments received on our 
posts!

Volunteer Project
In late 2015 a project was completed 
in partnership with our client team at 
Midland Heart to enhance the visual 
landscaping at the Meadow Brook estate 
in Staffordshire. The team developed the 
design in consultation with residents and 
completed the planting and landscaping 
with local volunteers.

So far the feedback received from 
Midland Heart and residents regarding 
the scheme is fantastic, already the 
Potentilla’s have started to burst into 
flower and the fruit trees are pushing 
through new growth. 

The scheme has won a Level 3 
award from RHS Britain in Bloom.


