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From the top

AwArds 

Awards, Green Flag, CSR Project & A Sad Farewell...
In this issue

A word from our Managing Director, 
Matt O’Conner

Welcome to our Autumn newsletter. A 
big thank you to all our staff for the work 
delivered during the summer season. Wow, 
what a long hot summer it was. The year 
started with endless weeks of wet and 
freezing conditions, which was quickly 
forgotten during the long hot summer heat 
wave which brought its own set challenges, 
but the efforts on the ground have clearly paid off. 

Congratulations to all involved in supporting our customers with 
Green Flags and Britain in Bloom awards.  We are also delighted 
to announce that we are a proud National Winner of The British 
Association of Landscape Industries Prestigious landscaping award 

for The Hawkhills site, based in Yorkshire for The Cabinet Office and 
Serco. This is a real achievement and await the judging process 
to see if we become a principle winner in December. A big thank 
you to our on-site team Scott and Callum for their hard work and 
dedication. 

Finally, I am sure you are all aware that engaging with the 
communities where we work is a key driver for the business 
and falls under our Corporate Social Responsibility or CSR work. 
During the summer, our teams have completed many different 
projects which have benefited the communities where we work. 
We are now capturing this information ready to be displayed in a 
simple dashboard, to help us clearly demonstrate the added value 
delivered as part of our everyday activities. So, a final thank you 
to the teams for delivering all CSR activities, it really does make a 
difference which needs to be measured, quantified and shared.

John O’Conner (GM) Ltd www.johnoconner.co.uk

John O’Conner were announced as Regional Highly 
Commended Winner in September at the National 
Apprenticeship Awards 2018, which took place at 
Mercedes Benz World in Weybridge. We came runners 
up to MBDA who are a Global manufacturer of missiles based in Stevenage. 

This Award demonstrates our commitment and investment we place into our 
Apprenticeship programme and into each of our Apprentices.

Matt O’Conner comments: “We are absolutely thrilled to receive the South East 
Regional Highly Commended Winner Award. With our new group of apprentices 
for 2018 having recently joined us, the recognition we’ve received is a tangible 
accolade to the continued investment we’re making. Each apprentice provides 
John O’Conner with a workforce who, when supported, give us business-
improving ideas, innovations and our future management pipeline.”

In the same week we were also announced as a BALI 
National Landscape Award Winner 2018! 

This has been awarded for our contract with Serco at 
The Emergency Planning College, The Hawkhills in 
York where our team has worked extremely hard to 
raise the standards of the site and have demonstrated 
exemplary standards of professional excellence. 

We now wait to find out if The 
Hawkhills will be awarded the ‘Principal 
Award’ in its category. The ceremony 
will take place in London on December 
7th at the Grosvenor Hotel. 

Steve Latus, Ian Pitkin (Centre Left), Neil Cain (Centre Right), 
Commander Allan Youp
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Green FlAG

It’s that time of year again where parks and green spaces up and down the country are awarded 
the Green Flag in recognition for maintaining high standards. 

Winning a Green Flag Award visibly demonstrates to the local community that a clear 
improvement has been made to a site, and we are continuously working to improve the 
communities in which we work. 

John O’Conner are always successful in achieving the Green Flag for our customers and this year is 
no different! Having several Green Flag Judges within the company including Neil Cain, Paul Brady 
and Ian Evans we know the high standards in which we need to achieve. 

Given the difficult summer conditions we’ve had, it hasn’t stopped us receiving 26 awards with 24 of those being consecutive awards. 

Well done to everyone involved. 

First Apprentice For scotlAnd 

Aylesbury 
Bedgrove Park - 11th year 
Vale Park - 9th year 
Buckingham’s Heartlands - 1st year (New entry)

Alexandra Palace & Park
Alexandra Palace & Park - 12th year 

East Hertfordshire District Council
Southern Country Park – 10th year
The Ridgeway Local Park – 9th year

Harpenden Town Council 
Harpenden Common - 12th year

Hertsmere Borough Council 
Aberford Park - 12th year
King George Recreation Ground – 21st year
Oakmere Park - 17th year
Parkfield - 12th year 
Fisher Field Nature Reserve - 6th year 
Mary Forsdyke Gardens - 1st year (New entry)

Leicestershire County Council 
Beacon Hill Country Park – 5th year 
Market Bosworth Country Park – 5th year

North Hertfordshire District Council
Howard Park and Gardens – 5th year
Ivel Springs North – 5th year

Norton Common North – 10th year
Oughtonhead Common – 6th year
Priory Gardens Royston – 10th year

St Albans District Council
Bricket Wood Common – 9th year
Hatfield Road Cemetery – 5th year
Rothamsted Park – 12th year
Sopwell Nunnery Green Space – 12th year
Verulamium Park – 7th year

Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council
Welwyn Hatfield Lawn Cemetery - 6th year

AVDC - Vale Park Alexandra Palace & Park North Hertfordshire, Royston Memorial Gardens

At the start of our contract for Glen Oaks Housing Association, we employed 18-year-old Jason  
as part of the WorkingRite scheme. WorkingRite is a successful and sustainable solution to 
youth unemployment and helps young people get their foot in the door, regardless of their 
academic background or previous experience.

Jason has successfully completed his 16-week work placement which involved him being 
assigned to working with our team at Glen Oaks where he received one-to-one mentoring 
whilst learning essential on the job skills. 

As a result of this success, Jason has secured himself an offer of a Modern Apprenticeship in 
Landscaping. Jason was delighted to be given the good news by his mentor Stephen Golder 
and claims that he will dedicate “110% effort towards his apprenticeship and future with JOC!”. 

Congratulations to Jason and Stephen Golder and the wider team in making the 
apprenticeship placements in Scotland a possibility. 
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Bloom AwArds 2018 

oriGin housinG community cleAn up 
Origin Housing residents and John O’Conner staff worked together to 
bring back to life Parkside Community Garden in Finsbury Park after a 
few years of neglect so local residents can once again enjoy the garden. 

During the community clean up event, residents were able to voice 
their opinion on improvements they would like to see take place, which 
has helped our management team put in place a ‘Programme of Site 
Improvements’. 

Being the new Grounds Maintenance Contractor, whilst the team were 
on-site, Origin Housing PR Team set about making a video to help 
introduce us to their residents. 

The video has been well received amongst the residents who have 
provided suggestions and ideas to our team. 

If you’d like to watch the video, please following the below link: 

https://www.originhousing.org.uk/media-hub/news/meet-the-john-
o-conner-team?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_
campaign=SocialSignIn 

This year saw nearly 300 entries from Community Gardening Groups, Parks & Greenspaces, Villages, 
Towns & Cities across the South & South East and the standards were extremely high. 

So a huge congratulations to Stan Hayden and our Isle of Wight team for beating the competition and 
achieving a Silver-Gilt in the ‘Park Category’ of the Year at this years South & South East England in Bloom 
for Ventnor Park. 

Pictures of Ventnor Park in Bloom are shown below. 

London in Boom received over 150 entries in the Parks category alone at this years awards and this  
September saw Alexandra Park add three more awards to its trophy cabinet, picking up Silver-Gilt in 
three London in Bloom categories: 1. Large Park (over 25 acres), 2. Large Conservation Area & 3. Heritage 
Parks & Gardens.

A fantastic achievement by Michael Conway and his team working hard to achieve such high standards. 

https://www.originhousing.org.uk/media-hub/news/meet-the-john-o-conner-team?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=SocialSignIn
https://www.originhousing.org.uk/media-hub/news/meet-the-john-o-conner-team?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=SocialSignIn
https://www.originhousing.org.uk/media-hub/news/meet-the-john-o-conner-team?utm_source=Facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=SocialSignIn
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For instant news and information please join our social media 
pages. Thank you to all our existing followers and the great 
comments received on our posts!
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Announcements

testimoniAls 

James and Darren once again could not 
have been more helpful, and went out of 
their way to assist us, by undertaking a 
number of tasks that greatly enhanced the 
running of the St. Albans Festival of Sport. 

It is only with the support of people like 
James and Darren, who plainly must 
represent the ethos of John O’Connor’s 
that events like this can be successfully 
run and monies raised for charity.

St. Albans, Hercules Event

The grounds maintenance team have been 
to Barton Way again & have done another 
great job, we’ve even got lines mown into 
the grass which has slightly put me to shame. 
I didn’t think it would ever look this good!

Resident
Clarion Housing Group

John O’Conner (GM) Ltd www.johnoconner.co.uk

It is with great sadness that we wish farewell to both Adam Schwalm, SHEQ Manager 
and Martin Baker,  Contract Supervisor who will be leaving us in October and November 
respectively. 

Adam has been invaluable since joining us in 2016 and has kept the company ahead of 
all SHEQ regulations and requirements, whilst being the font of all knowledge health, 
safety and environmental matters. Adam is moving onto Land & Water who are a civil 
engineering company working in large, water based excavations. 

Martin has worked for JOC for 13 years having joined in 2005 as a Contract Manager at 
Aylesbury before moving over to Paradigm Housing. Martin will be moving in-house to 
Paradigm as the Estates Officer so JOC will be working with him very soon. 

We wish both Adam and Martin all the success in their new roles! 

sAd FArewells

lonG service

Biz4Biz AwArds Are BAck! 
The biz4Biz awards is back and we need your votes to help us win an 
Award for the 3rd consecutive year. 

This year we’ve been nominated for the following categories:

• Best Family Business 

The ‘Best Family Business’ Award is for organisations where decision-making is 
influenced by multiple generations of a family and who are closely aligned with the 
company through leadership or ownership.

All votes count, so we’re calling out to all employees, clients, apprentices and suppliers!

Voters can register via http://www.bizawards.info/register and find John O’Conner listed 
within the Best Family Business category. 

Voting closes on the 15th February 2019. 

Baby 
News conGrAtulAtions to:

Michael Astle and his wife on the birth of 
their baby daughter Harper Rose Astle, 
born on 23rd August at 5.52am. 

James Slade and his partner on the birth of 
their daughter Dotty Louise Slade, born on 
18th July 2018.

Richard Smith, Aylesbury District Council 

10 Years 

I want to praise the gardener who looks after 
Ventnor Park. He takes great pride in his work 
and keeps it immaculate. He is there first 
thing in the morning making sure everything 
looks good for the forthcoming day.

Resident
Clarion Housing Group

promotion 
Congratulations to Rob Berry at North Herts on his 
promotion to Working Contract Supervisor. 

condolences
It is with great sadness to announce the passing of Martin Cross, who died 
on Saturday 6th October. 

Martin supervised our Central Bedfordshire contract, having previously 
worked in his home town Corby during his 20 years with us. 

Our thoughts are with his family, friends and colleagues during this 
difficult time.

http://www.bizawards.info/register

